
Tues. July 6, 2004, 7 - 10 PM
Free!  Everyone Welcome!

Pleasanton Veterans' Building, 301 
Main, 94566 -- Seating Limited: 250

AGENDA

For More Information:
AF Assoc. Golden Gate Chap. 120
Robert Frank, President, 925.846.1970 

BobFrank@VeteransCenter.Net   or

Towne Center Books, 555 Main, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566.  To preorder 
books, call 925.846.8826.  Books will 

be available for sale at the event.
http://www.townecenterbooks.com

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY:
Thomas C. Reed is a physicist, former USAF Officer, 
entrepreneur, and former Secretary of the Air Force for the 
Ford Administration.  He has been the Director of National 
Reconnaissance, Special Assistant to President Reagan for 
National Security Policy, and a consultant to the Director of 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. He lives in 
northern California and is a life member of Air Force 
Association Golden Gate Chapter 120. 

REVIEWS: 
WILLIAM RUSHER, WorldNet Daily, said: "Although 
we can't read everything about the Cold War, or even 
everything we ought to, Thomas C. Reed's "At the Abyss",  
fortunately covers the essentials superbly.  It is unlikely that 
any other book on the subject will ever surpass its colorful, 
detailed description of that immense struggle. 

The book's great strength is the fact that it is, in large part, a 
first-person narrative of events. There may be people who 
were more deeply involved in the Cold War, over its 40-year 
length, than Reed, but if so, they haven't written their 
memoirs. If they did, it is highly unlikely that they would write 
them half so well. Reed saw much of it first-hand while 
working in the Ford and Reagan administrations, and has 
told the story with clarity, urbanity, and even touches of 
humor. 

DR. EDWARD TELLER, Lawrence Livermore Lab said: 
"In the 1960s Tom Reed was one of Livermore’s most creative 
designers of thermonuclear devices.  During the years that 
followed, his career as a practicing physicist and as a public 
servant has been first class.”

JUDGE WILLIAM P. CLARK, Former National Security 
Advisor to President Reagan said: "Mr. Reed was there as a 
key advisor when President Reagan settled on his plan for 
ending the Cold War. From the very beginning of their 
relationship, in 1965, Reagan has trusted and relied on 
Reed.” 

GEN. RUSSELL DOUGHERTY, USAF (Ret.), Former 
Commander in Chief, Strategic Air Command said: "Tom 
Reed was one of our youngest Air Force Secretaries. He 
served with distinction in the most difficult of times.  His 
book captures those years and those dangers beautifully."

Sponsored By:  Air Force Association Chapter 120,  American Legion Posts 237 & 333, VFW 
Post 6298, Tri-Valley Council of American Veterans Coalition, and Towne Center Book Store

7:00 - 8:15 PM  Mr. Reed's Presentation
8:15 - 8:45 PM  Questions/Answers
8:45 - 9:00 PM  Refreshments
9:00-10:00 PM  Book Sales & Signing 

Thomas
C. Reed

(Former 
Secretary of 

the Air Force)

Presents A VPresents A Veterans History Project Event:  "At The Abyss""At The Abyss"  



 

 
May 18, 2002 

Mayor Tom Pico  
Pleasanton City Council Members Kay Ayala, Becky Dennis, Sharrell Michelotti & Matt Campbell 
123 Main Street, P.O. Box 520 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 

Dear Members of the Pleasanton City Council: 

A group of Tri-Valley Veterans organizations have been working together for many months on a 
"Tri-Valley Veterans History Center" in the Pleasanton Veterans Memorial Building.  Key 
contributions were also made by Nancy Johnson and her Teen Advisory Group from the 
Pleasanton Library.   

And, while much work remains to be done, we are ready to launch the initial operations on May 
25th from 11:30 to 12:30, and we would be truly honored if you could attend. 

This Veterans History Center Project was initiated in response to a request from 
Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher who co-sponsored Public Law 106-380 that directs the Library 
of Congress to team with veterans groups, libraries and other organizations to record and 
archive veterans histories.  Accordingly, Congresswoman Tauscher will be with us on Saturday, 
May 25th to receive a project report, and to help us celebrate this historic occasion.  

Our plans include features that go far beyond the modest goals specified in PL 106-380, and we 
anticipate being able to provide a variety of opportunities to accomplish veterans histories for 
all Tri-Valley Veterans (living and deceased). 

No doubt you will also be very pleased to learn that our Tri-Valley Veterans History Center is the 
first of its kind in the Nation, and that these history project activities for the Pleasanton 
Veterans Memorial Building are likely to attract very broad community interest and help to 
attract more visitors to our downtown area.   

In summary, please join us in support of the opening of this marvelous new Pleasanton resource 
as we begin the long-term process of gathering the information and producing the permanent 
records of Tri-Valley Veterans who have helped to preserve the freedoms we all enjoy. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 

   Rene LaVigne                Daniel Soria            Robert E. Frank      
      Rene  ̀LaVigne                                Daniel Soria                             Robert Frank 
Commander, AL Post 237             Commander, VFW Post 6298           President, AFA Chapter 120 
 
Attachment: May 25th Veterans History Center Announcement 

 
American Legion 
      Post 237 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
           Post 6298 

Air Force Association 
        Chapter 120 

     301 Main Street                                      Pleasanton, CA 94566                            Ph: 925-249-1559      301 Main Street                                      Pleasanton, CA 94566                            Ph: 925-249-1559  301 Main Street                                   Pleasanton, CA 94566                                      Ph: 925-249-1559 
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SAMPLE QUESTIONS FOR VETERANS HISTORIES 
 

• Please try to keep the interview session to less than 30 minutes. 
 

• Please practice your responses to the questions you have selected a few 
times before coming in for the recording session. The more you practice, 
the better you will like the result--especially if you intend to talk about 
emotionally charged topics or experiences.  Even successful old pros like 
President Ronald Reagan have been known for their near-silent practices 
of presentations to train their sub-conscious minds on the words and 
cadence of the comments.  

 
• We are only interested in your uniformed military history and related 

experiences.  We are not collecting fiction or life history stories.  
However, our technique enables you to add additional material in the 
future.  Tell it like it was, but do not elaborate beyond your personal 
knowledge.  You want to avoid saying things that could be challenged or 
discredited. 

 
• Some veterans may not want to be on camera.  If preferred, we can 

limit the interview to audiotape, or you may elect to bypass the 
interview process and submit both questions and answers in digital 
format.  We also have high school student volunteers who are willing to 
do audio and/or video interviews with you, if desired. There can be a 
Veterans History Project representative present during your interview, if 
desired.  (A third person is required if a teen is doing the interview). 

 
• We advise you to be careful and not attempt to answer questions that 

are certain to embarrass you, bring back unwanted memories, and/or 
animosities, or that make you uncomfortable. 

 
• Below we have a list of sample questions for you to review.  Please 

identify the questions you would like to be asked. 
 

• Prioritize your questions in some order that you feel will make your 
history flow and make it easier for you to talk. 

 
• Add any questions you would like to be asked that are not on the list. 
 

 
Background 

 
• Date, time, place for the recording. 
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• Introduce yourself. 
• What was your name during your military (if different from your profile)? 
• For married women, what was your maiden name? 
• Name the people attending the interview, if any, and their affiliation / 

relationship to you. 
 

Beginning of Interview--Jogging the Memory: 
 

Home:  
• Where were you born and raised? 
• What was your family background? 
• What is your educational background? 
• Age when you entered military? 
• Where were you living at the time? 
• How did you feel about leaving home? 
• How did you feel about going into the military? 
• Did you have family and friends in the military? 
 
People:  
• Did your parents approve of your serving in the military? 
• How did your friends feel about you being in the military? 
• At the time you entered the military, were you in a relationship, married, 

or single? 
• What was your spouse/partner/fiancée's name and occupation while you 

were in the military? 
• If married, when and where were you married? 
• Was your spouse in the military? 
• Did you have children at any time during the time you were in the 

military? 
• If you had children, was there childcare provided? 
• If not, what arrangements did you make? 
• How did you communicate with loved ones on the home front? 
• How did you stay in touch with your family? 
• Did you get letters from home very often? 
• How did letters from home affect you? 
• Talk about corresponding via letters or otherwise with friends or family 

in the military. 
• How did your community respond to the military and civil defense (or 

other home front) initiatives? 
• Did child care activities change for mothers? 
• How did you cope with war time shortages? 
• To what extent was there hoarding or black market activity in your area? 
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Military Data: 
• How long did you serve? 
• Were you drafted? 
• If you were drafted, how did you feel about it? 
• Did you enlist? 
• If you enlisted, why did you join? 
• Branch and unit of the military served 
• Why did you pick the military branch you joined? 
• Did you leave a job or schooling when you went into the military? 
• Did you serve overseas during your military career? 
• Where were you stationed? Stateside or overseas? Cover all briefly) 
• Highest rank you achieved 
• Any special awards or decorations received? 
• Where did you live/work during your military? 
• In what ways did the military change your activities or habits? 
• Were you or others in your community treated differently because of 

your gender/ethnicity/race or other factors? 
• Do you think that medical care changed because of the military? 
• Did you have worthwhile experiences because of the military? 
• If so, how did you or others react? 
• Have you visited any memorials or participated in any commemorations 

of the military? 
• Was there a lack of social opportunities and friends because of the 

military? 
• How did you feel about military news from the media? 
• Did you feel you got good support from the military? 
• Were you comfortable and did you have a reasonable standard of living 

during and after the military? 
• Did you trust and support American civilian and military leaders? 
• Did you change your views over the span of the military? 
 
Military Experience: 
• What were some of the first changes in your life after your military life 

started? 
• Describe a typical day in the military? 
• How much money did a serviceman make at the time? 
• Describe your living conditions while on assignment. 
• What was your happiest (funniest or saddest) memory in the military? 
• What do you think your biggest accomplishment was? 
• What were you most proud of during your military service? 
• What impact did your unit have on the world? 
• How did your experiences in the military affect the rest of your life? 
• What were your hopes for the future? 
• What were your experiences of barracks or other quarters life? 
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• What kind of camaraderie did you experience? 
• What were tensions like among your peers? 
• Did you have any special buddies or best friends? 
• Do you still keep in touch? 
• Why were they most important to you? 
• What was your unit like? 
• What were your officers and or NCOs like? 
• What were your fellow service men like? 
• What were your duties? 
• Was life in the military what you expected? 
• Did you enjoy or resent being in the military? 
• What was the hardest part of military life for you? 
• Was it easier or harder than you expected? 
• Did it get easier over time? 
• How did you feel about the military discipline and authority? 
• What was post/base life like? 
• What were your sleeping quarters like? 
• What were mess halls and food like? 
• What kind of chores did you have? 
• What did you do for Rest and Relaxation? 
• Where did you go on leave? 
• Did you travel much? 
• How did you feel about other countries and their people? 
• Did you pick up new tastes or interests? 
• Was romance part of your life in the military? 
• Did you or others get married during your military time? 
• What were weddings like? 
• How hard was it to be away from home? 
• What did you miss the most? 
• How was your morale in general? 
• When was it the lowest and the highest? 
• How did you keep it up? 
• What social activities were you involved in at work or after work? 
• How did you entertain yourself outside of work? 
• What effect did the military have on your physical and mental health or 

that of others you knew? 
• What was your most memorable experience? 
• Who was your most memorable character? 
• What were your most humorous experiences? 
• Do you recall your first days in military? 
• Tell about a couple of your most memorable experiences. 
• Talk about life in the military  
• Do you remember arriving at boot camp? What it was like? 
• What was the food like? 
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• Did you have plenty of supplies and food? 
• How did people entertain themselves? 
• Did entertainers visit you? 
• Where did you go and what did you do when on leave? 
• What interesting places did you travel while in the military? 
• Can you recall any particularly humorous or unusual events? 
• What did you think of fellow officers or fellow soldiers? 
• Did you keep a personal diary? , 
• What campaign ribbons, citations, and medals did you receive?. If you 

received a medal, what did the citations state about the basis for the 
award? 

 
Military Training: 
• What about your boot camp or initial training experience(s). 
• Where did you go for training and what was it like? 
• Do you remember your instructors? 
• Was it difficult? How did you get through it? 
• Do you feel that the military was good training for you? 
• What was your initial job/assignment? 
• What was your main military activity? 
• Did you choose that activity? 
• What was your specialty at work? 
• What kind of activities did you perform? 
• What kind of training were you given? 
• What did you like and dislike about it? 
• What special rules or conventions did you have to follow? 
• Who was your supervisor (do you care)? 
• With whom did you work? 
• Did you develop friendships during training or the activity itself? 
• Higher ranks may be talk about battle planning. 
• What different responsibilities did you have to take on? 

 
Military Combat:  
• Did you see or experience combat? 
• Which conflict(s) did you serve in (WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Persian 

Gulf, etc.)? 
• Were you shot down, missing in action, captured, or held as a prisoner 

of war? If so, what would you like to tell about those experiences? 
• What was your experience being at the front or under fire? 
• What were your experiences of combat? 
• If you sustained injuries, do you want to talk about the circumstances? 
• Describe your feelings during a battle 
• How did you cope with the fear of battle? 
• What was your unit job during the battle? 
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• Were you afraid? 
• Were there casualties in your unit? 
• Did you know anyone who was killed or wounded in the military?  
• What was your biggest fear? 
• Talk about the pressure or stress you experienced. 
• Was there something special you did for good luck? 
 
After The Military: 
• Do you recall the day your military service ended? 
• What did it feel like getting out? 
• Where were you? 
• What did you do in the days before and after? 
• Did you work or go back to school? 
• Did the GI Bill support your education? 
• Did you make any close friendships while in the military? 
• Did you continue any of those relationships?  For how long? 
• Did you join a veterans group? Have you remained active? 
• What kinds of activities does your post or associations have? 
• In what ways are you a different person now? 
• What was different when you got back? 
• What did you come back to? 
• What was it like to come back home? 
• How did your family react? 
• Did your relationships change with many people? 
• Do you have photographs you would like to share? 
• Identify the people in the photographs, what are they doing? 
• How did your attitudes or values change? 
• How did you feel about not wearing your uniform anymore? 
• Have you ever worn you uniform again since getting out?  If so, how did 

it feel? 
• How did you feel when the military ended? 
• How would you describe the ways that the military changed your and 

others' lives? 
• Did you return to your old job or continue other military trained activities 

after you got out? 
• Is there one thought about your Military time experience that you want 

to share with future generations? 
• What is your current occupation? 

 
Later Years: 
• What is your Current address? 
• What is your current occupation? 
• Did you start a new career after your military service? 
• Did the military influence your thinking about war? 
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• How did your military and experiences affect your life? 
• Have you attended any unit reunions? 
• Did the military influence your thinking about the military in general? 

 
Other Questions 
 
Pearl Harbor: 
• How did you learn about Pearl Harbor? 
• Where were you when it happened? 
• What was your reaction? 
• What happened in the days that followed? 

 
D-Day Invasion Only: 
• How were you trained for the invasion? 
• How did you get to the Normandy beaches? 
• What was your job on D-Day? 
• What were your experiences in the first hours of the invasion? 
• How did your unit achieve its objective? 
• What is your most vivid memory about the invasion? 
 
Hiroshima/Nagasaki: 
• How did you hear about the atomic bombing of Japan? 
• How did you react to the news? 
• From what you know now, what is your opinion about the decision to use 

atomic bombs and avoid invading Japan? 
 
Peace:  
• How did you find out about the surrender of Japan? 
• What did you do on V-E (V-J) Day? 
• What happened on the day you (or a loved one) came home? 
• What were the holidays like in 1945? 
• What would you want people to know about this time in history? 
• What would you have changed about your war experience if you could? 
• Did you ever doubt that the Allies would succeed in winning the war? 
• What mistakes do you think the military made, if any, during the war? 
• Do you think the war could have been prevented? 
• What had changed when you got home from the war? 
• Did anything happen during the war that affected you for the rest of 

your life? 
• What do you think the biggest misconception about WWII is? 
• Do you think the war was worth the price? 
• Do you think fighting in the war was the moral thing to do? 

 


